
A Catholic View of COVID-19 Vaccines 

The distribution of COVID-19 vaccines is being greeted by many people with excitement 
and enthusiasm. The vaccines could lead to the “normalization” of many aspects of our 
lives that have been significantly disrupted by the pandemic.  The excitement and 
promise of the vaccines are also accompanied by some amount of caution and 
nervousness — like any and all medications, there can be negative side-effects.  
 
The distribution of the vaccines is not without controversy, however. Although not well 
known and publicized, the “bringing to market” of many vaccines, including those for 
COVID-19, often results from using cell lines derived from intentionally aborted fetuses. 
Because the Catholic Church opposes abortion as a grave moral evil, how should the 
teaching about abortion impact decisions by Catholics committed to the sanctity of all 
human life, and who also want to receive a COVID-19 vaccine? If faithful Catholics 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine, are they cooperating with and ignoring or minimizing the 
immorality of abortion? 
 
The following considerations are intended to help your decision-making about whether 
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
▪ Historically, the scientific community has used cell lines from abortions to design, 

develop, produce, and confirm the effectiveness of vaccines, including the rubella 
vaccine for German measles. The abortions creating these cell lines occurred in 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

 
▪ The current making of COVID-19 vaccines does not involve taking cells directly from 

the body of an aborted child. The cell lines have been reproduced in laboratories 
again and again over decades. Thus, making the vaccines does not require ever 
more cells from ever more abortions. 

 
▪ Pfizer and Moderna pharmaceutical companies (the makers of the vaccines currently 

being distributed in Ohio) did not use morally compromised cell lines in the 
design, development and production of their vaccines. However, both companies 
used a morally compromised cell line to perform confirmatory tests for their 
vaccines. 

 
▪ While neither Pfizer’s nor Moderna’s vaccine is completely free from any connection 

to morally compromised cell lines, the connection is very remote from the initial 
evil of the abortions that took place decades ago. 

 
▪ Representatives for the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishop Kevin Rhoades 

and Bishop Joseph Naumann, have written that, in view of the gravity of the 
current pandemic and the lack of available alternative vaccines, accepting the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines is morally permissible and can be an act of self-
love and charity toward others, despite the vaccines’ remote connection to 



morally compromised cell lines. 
 
▪ Bishops Rhoades and Naumann have also noted that an acceptance of these 

vaccines must not obscure the gravely immoral nature of abortion, nor 
desensitize us nor allow us to become complacent to do what we can to oppose 
abortion. 

 
▪ The Catholic Conference of Ohio, consisting of the Catholic Bishops throughout the 

state, issued a statement that concurs with and quotes the document from 
Bishops Rhoades and Naumann. The Ohio Bishops, including Bishop Edward 
Malesic, Bishop of Cleveland, affirmed that the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines may 
be taken without moral reservations. 

 
▪ The Ohio Bishops also assert that Catholics are obligated to advocate for the just 

distribution of the COVID-19 vaccines so that those most vulnerable may have 
access. 

 
▪ By way of example for receiving a COVID-19 vaccine, Pope Francis (during an Italian 

TV interview) stated that he will receive a vaccine (Pfizer) when it is offered to the 
450 residents and workers in Vatican City during the week of January 10th. Pope 
Francis is among those at higher risk from COVID due to his age (84) and 
because of a partial lung removal when he was a young man. 

 
▪ The development and receiving of other COVID-19 vaccines (for example, 

AstraZeneca’s) will need their own individual moral assessments. Factors to be 
considered should include the degree of remoteness from any morally 
compromised cell lines, available alternatives, and serious risk to personal and 
public health if there will be a lengthy delay in vaccinations. 

 


