
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners & friends. 
 
Like you, I too am beginning to feel a sense of fatigue during this pandemic.  This fatigue can cause 
us to lose perspective.  We can become so focused on ourselves and what we don’t have can’t do or 
have lost during these months that we miss what we do have, still can do and am able to embrace in 
our lives even now.  One of the best “antidotes” to this sense of fatigue is gratitude.  That is not just a 
nice idea it is an essential attitude for us always but especially now.  I recall a story I heard that might 
help. 
 
At the age of 13 Jeffrey and his dad often took short outings that frequently ended at the Dairy Queen 
for ice cream cones.  When they stopped his dad would hand Jeff 50 cents to buy the usual.  Jeff said 
those were the best times!  On one fateful day as they were heading home his dad asked, “Jeff would 
you like an ice cream cone today?" 'That sounds great, Dad!"  But then he said, 'It sounds good to me 
too, son.  How would you like to treat today?' 
 
Jeff thought, “Fifty cents? I get 75 cents a week allowance, but I’d rather spend it on more than ice 
cream.”  All that Jeff could think about was “50 cents!”  In a fit of ingratitude, Jeff said the awful words 
that later rang in his ears for a long time, "Well, in that case, Dad, I guess I'll pass.'” His father just 
said, “Okay, Son.” 
 
But as they turned to head home, Jeff realized how wrong he was and asked him to turn back, 
saying, ”I'll pay”.  But his dad just said, “That's okay, we don't really need one,” Jeff felt awful for his 
selfishness and ungratefulness.  Later Jeff realized that his dad could not have done anything to 
make a deeper impression on him.  
 
Jeff learned that generosity goes two ways and gratefulness sometimes costs a little more than 'thank 
you.'  On that day gratefulness would have cost 50 cents.  Later, on another trip as they neared the 
Dairy Queen, Jeff said, “Dad would you like an ice cream cone today, my treat?".   
 
We need gratitude to remind us of a generous God and of the blessings we have.  Gratitude at this 
time more than ever will draw us close to our God and to others.  Look to gratitude to gain a clearer 
focus on your life; see the full picture and not just a fragment, a snippet in time.  
 
THIS WEEK’S UPDATES: 
 
1. Although some businesses are beginning to open in Ohio our state has extended the stay at home 

order until May 29th.  The Bishops in Ohio seeking to comply with this extension have made the 
difficult decision to continue the restriction on public celebration of Mass until the end of May. 

2. We will continue live stream weekday and Sunday masses.  Let others know this as well. 
3. Our office hours will remain 9am until noon; Monday to Saturday throughout the month of May for 

those who need to stop by the office, drop off food or parish contributions.     



4. Last week I asked for donations to buy a new iPad to assist in our live streaming of masses.  I was 
overwhelmed by your response and we have purchased the iPad and had extra donations 
enabling us to add another hi-definition camera.  Thanks to all! 

5. Each May we have offered parishioners the opportunity to enroll women in their families in our 
spiritual remembrance at masses throughout the year.  Since we cannot do so in person we are 
still able to offer this through our website for your convenience at https://www.stladislas.org/events 

6. Beginning next week, we will post resources focused on parishioners’ different ages and stages in 
life, on the front page of our website. Check them out each week to continue your spiritual walk 
with the Lord during these stay at home times.  

7. If you feel the need to walk and exercise and be outdoors, a reminder that, at the edge of our 
woods is the Stations of the Cross.  These outdoor stations might be another help at this time. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 


